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Dance

“..Imagine my delight in taking students
past the printed page, placing them inside
the Palace of Knossos, where the names
Minos, Deadalos, Theseas and Ariadne
still resonate among the stone corridors,
and the Minotaur still lurks inside his lab-
yrinth ...

Joun Krisak
THE CanaDiAN LycEum OF GREECE

It was twenty five years ago when Odysseas Elytis received the Nobel
prize in Literature, Not long after that a group of us, associated at the
time with the University of Alberta in Edmonton, decided to produce
Elytis’ Axion Esti, staged as closely as possible to the way it was origi-
nally produced in Athens in 1964. The response was tremendous, not
only from the faculty and students but from Greek cooks and waiters
and anyone who could strum a bouzouki, a guitar, or play the drums.
The assembled talent was awesome and our production overwhelmed

METQHOS - Issue 2

Alone

‘OXt pOVO E TO XOPO...

Caterina Pizanias, PhD.

The Canadian Lyceum of Greece:

Canada Day 2004 in Chania

«..QavtaoTeite TN xapd uou va odnyw
TOUG MaBNTEC méEPa armo TIG TUTTWUEVES
oelibeg, va Tou¢ Tormobetw uEéoa OTo
[TaAdti tn¢ Kvwoou, émou Ta ovouata tou
Mivwa, Aaibalou, ©@noéa kat Apiadvng
akoUa PIyoupdpouV OToUG TETPIVOUG
ToiYou¢ Kai o Mivwtaupog akoua
nmapapovevel atov Aafupiveo tou...»

John Krisak

Kavadikd Mikeio Exhadog

MNepdoav sikoal MéVTe ¥povia amo Tote mou o Oduooiag EAUTNG
képdioe 1o BpaPeio Noumeh otn Aoyoteyvia. Meta ano Aiyo kaipo
pia opada amoé pag, mou eixe oxéon pe To MavemoTripio TG AMumépTa
oto 'Evrovtoy, ano@doioe va avePpaocel to Aglov Eoti tou EAOTN,
oKnvoBeTNHéVO GO0 YIVETAL TTIO TIIOTA OTO £PY0 OTIWG EiXe avepei
otnv ABriva 1o 1964. H avtandkplan nTav TepacTid, oxl Hovo
and Toug KaBnynTég Kat TouS @oITNTEC aAAG kal amd Toug EANnveg



the packed house—both Greeks and non-Greeks—at the theatre of
the Provincial Museum of Alberta.

A memory that has remained indelible all these years is the thirst for
learning “more” about Greece by those first and second-generation
immigrants. Most were attending university, had graduated from the
Greek school and for them "Greece” was a transit stop in Athens on
the way to the Horié, nights at the local disco, wild rides on bikes or
cars, meeting up with Greek boys and girls. The more they heard of
the country, their heritage, the more they wanted to know. Slowly we
formed a group and looked at the Greece of Elytis and other poets.
Poetry resonated more than anything else. We read poets in English
first and then tried to negotiate the original. We read history and
folklore; we learned to dance, and presented one act plays in Greek,
having learned the dialogue from transliterations. We organized ex-
hibits, conferences, and symposia. But, when the Greek born adults
moved on all that was left to satisfy the thirst for Greece was dance.
But Greece is more than its folk dances, even if the dances are intricate,
the costumes dazzling, and the dancers the best one can hope for.

So many in our communities make a point of referring to “our”ances-
tors and what they have done for humanity. The names of Plato, Aris-
totle, or Pericles are dropped on a regular basis; and since they never
go beyond name-dropping, one is left to assume that they have not
read much of these "ancestors”. And with the same breath, those invok-
ing these ancestral names lament that the younger generations are
drifting away from the community. Perhaps the next generation will
stick around longer
if we make them
stakeholders in
the knowledge, of Theatrical Impr
the Greece behind - imed i
those names so eas-
ily dropped!

We need to take our
cues from the suc-
cessful organization
of the Athens 2004
Olympiad and step
up to the plate of
education that is
relevant and appro-
priate to our times.
We need to bridge
the gap between
the past and pres-
ent, between what
we (the first timers)
know of Greece and
what Greece has
become. We need
to create new struc-
tures and associa-
tions where Greece
can be taught and
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Not With Dance Alone | 'Oxt Mévo pe To Xopo

HAYEIPES Kal OepPITOPOUG Kal amd omolovdrToTE Tou unmopolos va
«ypatlouvioen to prmouloUkl, TNV KIBapa i va maigel Ta vipaue. To
TAAEVTO TTOU CUYKEVTPWENKE rTav @avtacTiko Kal n napaywyn Jag
KQTEKAUOE TO Katapeoto, He EAANveC kal pn, 8£atpo oto Emapyiako
Mougoeio tng Ahunépta.

H avauvnarn mou mapapével ave&itnin 6Aa autd Ta xpovia eivat n
Sipa Twv VEWV TN TTPWTNG Kat SeUTEPNG YEVIAG HETAVAOTWY Yid
TIEPIOOOTEPN YVWan yia tnv EAAGda. Molhoi irjyaivav mavenioTripio,
eiyav anogoltrioel and ehhnvikd axoheio kat yia autolg n Aé€n «EANadax
onpave pia otaon otnv ABriva ato Spdpo mpog 1o Xwpio, Ppadiég oTig
VTioKo, TpEAEC PONTEC e pnyavég 1 autokivnta, pavieou pe ayopia Kal
kopitola. Ooa o oAAG akoUyave yia Tn ¥wpa Kat yia Tnv KAnpovopia
Toug, Tooa nepiocdTepa Béhave va pabouv. Me Tov Kalpd axnuatioape
pia opdda kal peetovoape Tnv ENAGSa tou EADTN Kat GAAwY ToInTwv.
H moinon mpokahouoe tn peyahutepn aioBnor. Alafalaue mointég
MPWTA oTa ayyAka Kal mpoomaboloape va HETAPPACOULE TO
npwroturo. Alafdalape wotopia kat Aaoypagia, pabaivape xopoug
kai aveBalape povémpakta épya ota eAAnvika amootnBifovrag Toug
Slahoyouc amo peTaypagn] Katd AéEn He AaTivikoug XapakTIpE.
Opyaviwvape ekBéoeic, ouvédpla kat cupndaia. Ki opwe, otav eUEig
¢ MahAag Yeviag @Uyape and tnv moAn, To HOVo Mou Kpatouaav ol
VEOTEPOL Va IKavoroifoouy Tn dia toug yia tnv EMGda rav o xopoc.
AMG n EAGSa givarl peyalutepn and Toug mapadoaiakolg Xopoug T,
akopa ki av autol eival ouvBetol, ol evéupacieg Toug ekBapPwTIkég
KQl Ol YOPEUTEG- Ol KAAUTEPOL TIOU UTTAPXOUV.

WWW.METOHOS.COM
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Not With Dance Alone | 'Oxt Movo pe To Xopo

learned in English—it is better to learn Greek culture this way than
not know it atall. Just because most of the Greek communities cannot
sustain a school system comparable to the one in some communities
such as Montreal, should not mean that the younger members will
know Greece as a composite of names, posters from The National Tour-
ism Organization and dances from places they know nothing about.
The gap can be bridged.

| know of one interesting case—and there might be more—The Ca-
nadian Lyceum of Greece, a private initiative that offers credit courses
in Greece for Secondary Level students every July in Chania, Crete.
The Lyceum is a dream of Stavros Katsipodas from London, Ontario
(a former Calgarian and teacher at the Greek School here) and his col-
league John Krisak, a retired English teacher, also from London. They
named their school after Aristotle’s Lyceum, where the first interdis-
ciplinary curriculum was taught in Athens in the 4th century BC. The
name is fitting since Aristotle, says Krisak, “wrote about every subject
under the Greek sun and viewed all knowledge as self-knowledge;”
and Stavros Katsipodas adds: “| wanted to take my students to study
where western civilization began to teach them in open air gardens
like Aristotle did at his Lyceum'. | looked for ways to bridge the two
cultures”. And bridge them they did!

The month long programme is academically rigorous, including what
we might call the “basics, and in addition encourages the students
to take part in creative endeavours such as in music, painting, and
drama. The mind is not the only aspect attended to; so is the body.
On Saturdays they go on hikes in the Akrotiri area and make the long
trek down the Samaria Gorge. This year the school has added sailing
classes too. Greece after all is about sea, travels, Odysseas. Again
Katsipodas: “l want to learn from the past for the benefit of the future.
Students can rediscover ancient Greece's treasures so that they can
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MoAAoi OTIC KOWOTNTEG Hag Kavouyv
avag@opd oToug MPoyovous «Uacy Kat
gtV MPoopopd Toug oTnv avBpwnotra.
Ta ovopara Tou MAdTwva, Tou ApIOTOTEAN
1} Tou MepIkAN avagépovTal O€ TAKTIKN
Bdaon, kat Kabwg ToTé Sev Eemepvave
TNV amin avag@opd, CUPTTEPAIVEL KaVEIQ
nwg Sev éxouv dlafdacel Kal TOAL Ta
£pya Twv «mmpoyovwy toucr. Kattnv
ibia oTiyur, autol mou avagépouy Ta
ovoHaTa TwY Ipoyovwy apamovioivTal
TIC Ol VEEC YEVIEG amopakpuvovTal amd
TNV KovotnTa. Mmopei n emopevn yevia
va evSlapepOEel TEPICOOTEPO AV TOUG
Swooupe pepidio otn dnpiovpyia yvaong
yia tnv EN\ada mou kpUBetal miow amno
Ta OVOUATA TTOU AVAQEPOVTAL LE TOOT
gukohlal

MNpénel va mapoupe To ouvBnua amno
TNV EMTUXNHEVN opyavwon TG
OAlupmadag tng ABrivag 2004 kal va
poUpE oTo Tatyvidl TG ekmaideuong
£to1 OTTWG appolel oToug Kalpoug pac.
MpENEL va YEQUPUWOOUKE TO XAoUa TOU
NapeABOVTOC Pe TO TTApaV, HETAED yviong mou kouBaldpe yia v
EAGSa epeic, mou mpwronpBape, kaitng ENadag Tou orjuepa. Mpemel
va SNpIoUPYHOOULE KaVOUPIEG UTTOSOHEG KAt OUVEECHOUG OTToU 1
EMGSa Ba Sidaoketal kat Oa pabaivetal £oTw ota ayyAka- kAo va
paBaiveral n EMnuikn kouktoupd e auTo Tov Tpomo miapa kabohou.
M6VO Kal HOVO ETTEISH Ol TEPIOGOTEPEG EANNVIKEG KOIVOTNTEC SEV
MITOpOUV va ouUVTNEooLY éva oUaTNHA ekmaibevong cav auto oE
HEPIKEC KOWOTNTES OTTWG Tou MovTpeal, Sev onpaivel Tiwg Ta veoTepa
pEAn Ba yvwpilouv v EAaSa cav éva oUUMAEYHA OVOHATWY, aro Ta
néotep Tou EOT kat amd xopoug and pépn yia Ta onoia Sev €xouv Tnv
napapikpr 16£a. To Kevo auté pmopei va yegupuwBei.

Mvwpilw pa evdlagepouoa MePINTwon- urmopel va pnv ivat kain
povn- 1o Kavadiké Aukelo g ENAGdag, pua idiwtikr mpwroBoulia
ou Ipoo@épel padhpata oty EAasa yia pabntéc deutepofabiac
ekmaisuonc kade louAo ota Xavid e Kpnne. To AUkelo eival éva
Gpapa Tou ITaupou Katoinoda armd to Aovdivo Tou Ovtapio (mpwnv
KaAykaptavéc kat kaBnyntrig Tou tormkol eAAnvikou oxoAgiou) kal
Tou ouvadéhgpou Tou, John Krisak, ouvtagiouxou kaBnyntr AyyAikwy,
emion¢ and 1o Aovdivo. Ovopaoav To 0xoAelo Toug and 1o AUKEIO ToU
ApIGTOTEAN, 61O To TipWTo SlemoTnHoVIKS Tpdypappa ekmaibeuong
Si5aytnke otnv ABriva Tov 4o aiva mX. To 6vopa gival Talplacto
apov o AploTotéhng, Aéel o Krisak, «€ypaye yia kabe Bépa katw amo
Tov EANANVIKG AAo Kal Bewpouoe KABe yvion we yvwbi cautovs kal
npooBétel o Travpog Katainodag: «HBeha va @épw Toug pabnréc pou
va omoudacouy oTnv Kottida Tou SUTIKoU MoMTIopoU, va Toug SI8AoKW
GTOUC KATIOUE OTIWG £kave o AplaToTéAng aTo AUkelo Tou. Eatayia
TPOTIOUC Va EVWOW TIC 500 KOUATOUPEG» Kat ovIwE TIG évwoav!

To TpOypappa mou KPATAEl £va priva eivat akadnpaika auotnpd
neiBapxnpévo, Tou cupmephapBavel autd mou ovopaloupe «Ta
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embrace the love for lifelong learning.”

The Lyceum just finished its third year in Chania where the students
studied Ancient Greek History, Religion and Gender Roles; they stud-
ied Modern Greek, and Physics. They read The lliad and focused on
Odyssea, not only as a mythic hero but how he has been treated in
contemporary literature, and what Odysseas can teach us now. Homer
was read in the original and in modern translations too. And in the
end the students staged an evening of drama, music and song (and
they painted the props for their magnum opus), all as a thank you for
the people of Chania for hosting their learning in Greece. Aristotle
would be proud not only of the programme but that it takes place
under porticos and shady gardens too!

What about those who cannot attend a Lyceum in Greece, how can
they rediscover Greece and bridge the gap? Let us follow the lead of
Dimitris Papaioannou, the producer of the magical opening ceremo-
nies for the 2004 Olympics; let us adopt his drummers as our mascots
in the search for the Greece of the past and the Greece of now. With
one heartbeat we can create the structures where the new search for
knowledge will keep us going back and forth. How about creating
book clubs and chat rooms for readers to share their thoughts? How
about creating a friendly challenge to dare those who visit Greece
next to take the time to pay a visit to one of the 124 museums in
Athens, and share the experience with others through the internet?
Let us see how long it will take to check off all of them on our list! The
possibilites are endless.

Next time you visit Greece, spend an extra day or two in Athens. Yes,
Athens can be a labyrinth, but all labyrinths have their Ariadne—grab
at her skein and explore another Greece. Yes, visit yiayia and papou
too; take all the fancy steps in tsamiko or pentozali that your legs will
allow, but let your young ones see a Greece much larger than the
one that we the first generation carry within us. As Elytis would say:
Axion esti to timima!

! Aristatle’s Lyceum or Lykeion was a gymnasium in the outskirts of Athens near the banks
of the llissus river and it took its name from its proximity to a temple dedicated to Lycian
Apollo, Aristotle liked to teach in covered walks called peripatos and his disciples were
given the moniker of Peripatetics. The school was uncovered in Rigillis Street in 1996
during digging for the new Museum of Modern Art, Another gap closed ..

Not With Dance Alone | 'OxL Movo pe To Xopo

Bacika padhpatas kai emmpoobitwe evBappivouv Toug pabnteg va
AapBavouy pépog o Snpioupyikég avalnTrioelg Onwg elval n HOVaIKr, N
{wypagikn kai To Spapa. To puakd Sev sival To povo Bepa pe 1o omoio
aoxohouvTay, sival katTo owpa. Ta ZapBara kavouv mefomopiec 010
Akpwinipt kat Stacyilouv To Gapdyy! Tng Zapaptag. DETog o oxoAeio
npooBece pabrpara wtionhoiac. H EAMaSa telika eival Balacoa,
tafidia, o OSuoatac. Kai mah o Katoimodag: «@éhw va pabw ano to
TiapeABov yia 1o kakd Tou pékhovtog. O1 pabnTég éxouv T Suvardnra
va emavavakahluyouv Tous Bnoaupoug Tng apxaiac ENAGSag wote va
EVOTEPVIOTOUV TNV ayann yia padnon piag {wrig»

MoMIC TENEIWoQY To TPITOo £T0G ata Xavid To 2004 61iou ol pabnTeg
napakoloUBnoav Apxaia ENAnviki lotopia, @pnokeia kat QUAeTIKoUC
P&houc, kaBac emmiong kat Néa EAAnvika kat Quaikry. AldBaocav Ty
INaSa kal avéluoav Tov 0duaaéa, X1 Hovo oav HUBIko fpwa alia
oav Hop@r 0T cUyXpovn AoyoTeXvia Kal Ta paBrpata mou prmopel
va pac 5156a€e. 0 'Ounpog S1afACTNKE 0TO MPWTOTUTIO aMAG Kat OE
VEEC peTappacelc. Kai oto Téhog ol pabntég opyavwoav pia Bpadia
SpApAToc, HOUGIKAG kat Tpayoudiol ({wypd@ioav Kal Ta oKnvIKa
yla Ty TapdoTtact Toug), oav HEYAAo EuXapLoTw aToug avBpwimoug
Twv Xaviwy yla Tnv @ilofevia Tng pabnorg toug otnv EAAGSa. O
ApIoTOTEANC Ba fTav MeEpRPavog OX1 HOVO YIa TO IPOYPAHHa akhd
Kal yia To Yeyovag 0TI auto AapBavel xwpd KATW and Kapapeg kai g
okiepoUg krmoud!

Kat 11 yivetal e autolg mou Sev priopouv va iapakohouBricouv
10 AUKEI0 oty EAAAGQ, TTwg Urmopolv autol va emavavakakuyouy
v EMGa kat va yegupwoouy To xaoua; A akohouBricoupe Ta
xvapia tou Anurten Namaiwdavvou, Tou mapaywyou TNG HayIkng
TeAeTrc évapéng Twv OAupmakwy Touv 2004, ag uIoBeTHOOUHE TOUg
TUHIMTAVOKPOUGTEG TOU I HAOKOT pag oTnv avadfitnon tng EAadacg
Tou Tapeh@bvTog Kat TnG EAAGSag Tou orfipepa. Me éva kapSioxtom
LITOPOUHE Va Snuoupyraoupe uoSopEC 6Tiou 1 KawoUpla avalitnon
ne yviyon Oa pac kavel va nnyaivoepyouacte. Tt Ba Aéyate yia AEoxeq
BiBAiwy Kat yia chat rooms 610U o1 GUMHETEXOVTEC Ba potpalovTal Tiq
oképeic TouG Ti Ba Méyarte va Snpioupyoloape éva griiko Slaywviopo
Va TIPOKANEGOULIE GTIOLOV EXEL TIPOYPAMHATIOEL Va EMOKEPTEl TNV
EMAGSa va Tidel o€ éva and 1o 124 pougeia mou €xel n ABriva kat va
poIpaaTEei TNV epmelpia Tou péow lvtepver; Na Soupe m6oo kaipd Ba
pac Mapet va Ta EMoKeQToupe Ohal Ot mBavoTnTe Eival QUETPNTEG,

Trv emopevn gopd 1ou Ba EMOKEPTEITE TNV EMAada, kaBiote Suo-
Tpelc pépec mapandavw oty ABrva. Nai, n ABriva pmopei va givat
AapupivBog kapid gopa, alha Aot o1 AaBupivBol exouv
v Aptddvn Toug- apriage To kOUPAPI TNE Kat avakaiue
pia SlagopeTik EAMGSa. Nai, va emoKeQTei Kaveiq tn
ylayld Kal Tov anmou, va Kavel OAd Ta eVIUTIWoIaka
BriHata Tou TOARIKOL 1 TN TTevToldAng Tou emitpénouy
Ta mo1a, alka a@ioTe Ta maibid va douv pia ENAGda okl
peyaAUTEPN Mo QUTH| TTOU EPEIC, Ot METAVATTES TIPWTNG
yeviae, kouBahdpe péoa pac. Omwe Ba éheye kai o EAOUTNG:
Atlov eoTi 1O Tipnpal

WWW.METOHOS.COM



