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World Migrations in the Third Dimension Caterina Pizanias, PhD.
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Calgary Contemporary Arts Society (CCAS), approached me to explore possibilities of
taking five senior Alberta sculptors to Greece as part of the Cultural Olympiad festivities.
_ Intrigued by ATHOC's promise of a “new vision” for the Olympic Idea, one that would
Subscribe! include celebrations of “artistic tradition and innovation at the local and international
Home level,” and my own interests in “artistic and cultural exchanges” as Director of The
ArtExchange, we began to collaborate in earnest. Perhaps, we thought, instead of the
customary Olympiadic venues of huge retrospective exhibitions of the masters, we
Calendar could initiate a quadrennial cultural exchange between members of active artistic

| etter to the Editor communities that shared a common historical and aesthetic tradition. And thus, the
seeds for the “Migrations in the Third Dimension: Tradition and Innovation in Canada
and the Cyclades” were sown. « Read other articles by
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The CCAS and the ArtExchange (along with the Triangle Gallery) proposed this idea to A
Mission Statement the Board of The Cultural Foundation of Tinos and they responded most
enthusiastically. With our idea firmly grounded in the Cyclades, we approached the
Hellenic Community of Calgary and District for its support—and our final sponsoring
Privacy Policy partner was found. The Hellenic Community endorsed our project with a donation, and
agreed to sponsor a Silent Auction on March 20th to help raise funds for this inaugural
exchange. The auction was a big success (see photos), and the Migrations project is
now well on its way to Greece. The project also
received funding and support from the federal
and provincial governments and art
foundations in Canada, the Cultural Foundation
of Tinos, and many corporate and private
donors.
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Many might ask, why Tinos? To most Greeks
Tinos is known as the island of the Megalohari,
the church of miracles. But Tinos is also the
island of the arts—and is more closely
associated with the modern Olympic movement
than ancient Olympia! Tinos rightfully claims its
place as the island of the arts by being the
birthplace of the most significant sculptors and
painters of modern Greece: artists such as Yiannoulis Halepas, Nicolaos Gyzis,
Nikiforos Lytras, Dimitris Filipotis, George Vitalis, Lazaros and Antonios Sohos, just to
name a few. Lesser known is Tinos’ large role in the revival of the modern Olympics: in
1895, the games to organize the athletes for the first Olympiad took place on Tinos, and
the event was known as the Tinia Games, and the Certificate of the 1896 Olympic
Games was designed by Nicolaos Gyzis. Given its history of the arts and role in the
modern Olympics, Tinos is an ideal venue for the Migrations project. And what better
place to exhibit the works of Alberta’s senior sculptors than the facilities of The Cultural
Foundation of Tinos? Its beautifully restored neo-classical building dominating the
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art exhibition and conference facilities, is the

harbour of the Tinos port, with thoroughly modern F
-
equal of any in Greece.

The inaugural cultural exchange with exhibitions,
lectures, studio visits and other ancillary events
will open on Tinos October 9th, and continue until
October 31, 2004. The exhibition will then move to
Calgary to open November 12th at the Triangle
metamedia Gallery and continue to January 8, 2005 —in time
to celebrate the centenary of the province of
Alberta, where it will be the first exhibit during the celebrations. The participating artists
from Alberta are: Ray Arnatt, R.C.A., Isla Burns, R.C.A., Honsun Chu., Katie Ohe, R.C.
A., and Reinhard Skoracki. From Tinos the participating artists are: Petros Dellatolas

and Annette Fougnies.
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